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Course Overview  

Honors Pre-Calculus is the study of analytical topics that are particular to AP Calculus AB and BC preparation and topics 

that are important in a well-rounded college preparatory mathematics program.  Topics include the following:  Review of 

Basic Functions and their Properties, Trigonometry, Polynomials and Rational Functions, Logarithms and Exponential 

Functions, Polar and Parametric Functions, Conic Sections, Vectors, Limits and Derivatives 

 

Honors Precalculus will be a challenging course. We are using a college level text and you should expect to be treated like 

a college student in many ways, becoming a self-motivated learner, asking good questions, and tackling EVERY problem. 

Your learning is your responsibility; if you have any questions then come in and ask. 

 

The overarching theme is problem solving and justifying your solution using mathematical models. You will gain practice 

in critically analyzing information, posing substantive questions and communicating effectively. You will be expected to 

work both individually, and collaboratively in a group, to solve problems. Engage, contribute, ask questions, be open and 

supportive, and you will do well. 

 

Required Materials 

Every day you will be expected to bring the following with you to class: 

 Completed Homework 

 Pencil (with an eraser) 

 Textbook 

 Scientific calculator/Graphing calculator 

(optional) 

 

 Math Binder (organized and divided into 4 

sections – notes, homework, tests/quizzes and 

both graph/lined paper  

   

 

Assignments 

Work will be assigned each class and will be due the following class. For every homework problem, students must write 

out the problem, show complete and appropriate work, and arrive at an accurate answer. Answers to odd problems are in 

the back of the book and students are responsible for checking and correcting their answers while they complete each 

problem. All problems must be completed correctly with work shown. Work will be graded for neatness, evidence of 

corrections, and quality graphs and diagrams. The goal of homework is to understand, NOT just scribbling numbers down 

on a page of paper. 

 

Help will be available during tutorial but students should try to correct odd problems independently before coming for 

help. Students are also required to bring their class notes when getting help. 

 

Tests and Quizzes 

There will be at least one quiz and one test per chapter. Students are expected to do the work necessary to be prepared for 

the assessments on the assigned dates.  

 

Semester Grade Weighting: 

20% Homework and classwork  

10% Group problem solving (GPS) and Projects 

50% Tests and quizzes 

20% Final examination  

 

Absences 

You are expected to make up all work missed during an absence.  It is your responsibility to get notes from a classmate, 

complete the missed assignments, check homework answers for accuracy, and turn in the assignments when you next 

return to class.  If you are absent on a test day, expect to make-up the test the day you return to class. 
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